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PURPOSE

I hope that my research will show that English majors still have a place in our STEM-advocating world. There is a lot of advocating, especially here in the United States, for more people to go into the various STEM majors – science, technology, engineering, and math. While many tech firms will outsource to China, India, and/or Taiwan, English is a necessary skill. My research questions are:

· What benefits does a study of the English language bring to the table in the tech-obsessed world we have today (Jiang; Neely; Spence)?
· What consequences does the STEM push have in the United States (Cohen; Drew; Enderson)?
I anticipate that by studying these two questions, I will be able to help others understand why people continue to pick an English degree amidst the push for STEM.

BACKGROUND

As an English major, I have come across many people in my day-to-day life that ask me “what do you plan to do with that?” I’m interested in learning why English has been so devalued, and this is actually a topic close to my heart. Since I’m an English major. I’ve actually written a paper for English 101 that was a variant of this topic. Instead of looking at the reasons English is important in today’s world, I made a case for teaching English side-by-side with STEM topics - creating something known as STEAM, where the “a” stands for “arts”.

Another reason I’m so interested in this topic is the fact that it has actually been - in a way - in our news since President Trump was sworn in. Trump is systematically defunding the governmental programs associated with various humanities degrees - the museums, PBS, etc. All in an effort to lower the governmental deficit, which is a worthy goal. However, this stems from the larger, quieter debate about what good an arts, humanities, or English degree is in today’s world, and the push for more people - especially women - to go into a STEM area (Cohen). In addition to that push, there’s a global push for people to know English (Neely; Spence). I hope to shed some light on why English is still needed today, especially as double majors become more common.

SIGNIFICANCE

This topic is significant because this is a debate that has been going on for a few years now, and will most likely continue to rage as the United States vies for a spot in the top 10 countries producing engineers, scientists, and innovators. As technology becomes more advanced, the need for creative thinkers will increase, and thus the push for more people to enter STEM majors will become greater. This paper will link the two majors - English and STEM - in a way that will, hopefully, show why English is still needed today.

I hope to learn how I could potentially reconcile the dissonance between the two majors. I feel that I fall into a category that has been described in preliminary research: where I have a love of a STEM category (I’m in love with biology), but not enough to go into it. The ability to reconcile the dissonance will also help me explain why I didn’t pursue biology in a way a STEM-advocate here in the United States would understand.

In addition to other English majors who want to explain why they’re pursuing their passion in the arts instead of in a STEM major, the advocates of more STEM majors in the government should care about this research. This article will particularly address the government officials who “talk down to” English majors, or discredit the humanities. As a result, I will be writing to a wider range of people who discredit humanities majors, and English majors in particular.

This research matters because, as the world continues to become technology-focused, we will need good writing skills. Not simply to write a scientific report, but to write emails, to type up PowerPoint presentations, and to write professional letters. These latter three require more skills than what scientific writing will teach. In addition, grant proposals require a certain type of writing. Grants will be of particular interest to scientists and to other technologically focused careers. When few English classes are required of STEM majors, these skills aren’t easily cultivated.

DESCRIPTION

As I have done the research for this topic, I have found a variety of peer-reviewed sources that will be helpful. These come from various journals, from PLoS One to English for Specific Purposes. A few pieces from The New York Times have particular relevance to this topic. Ultimately, I will be using studies on how English affects other skills in foreign countries, in the United States, and the push for STEM to be the singular focus in the United States.

OUTLINE

My working thesis is: Despite the government’s advocating for more people to go into STEM areas in college in the United States, the rest of the technology world is pushing for more people to know English.
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TIMETABLE AND SCHEDULE

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	
	
	(Past due) May 10: Proposal Peer Review
	
	
	May 13: Final proposal draft due
	

	May 15: Prep to begin
	May 16: Resubmit Proposal; Begin. Write at least 500 words (2 pages), if not more.
	May 17: Post 500 or so words to discussion board for feedback
	May 18: Hopefully finish paper.
	
	May 20: Gather final feedback and let paper “sit” over weekend
	

	May 22: Finish and/or Revise
	May 23: Revise
	May 24: Revise
	May 25: Let sit again.
	May 26: Final look over and submit
	May 27: PARTY!
	



REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

This research project would better prepare me for my long-term goal of going into English in a STEM-heavy world. I understand parts of the debate, but do not fully understand the implications it’ll have as it plays out, particularly for other colleges that receive a bulk of their funding from the federal government. I would like to respectfully request approval of this research project.

Introduction


Introduce debate


Introduce position


My Position


English is a needed skill.


As technology advances, we will need better skills with written English than we have before.


Opposing View


English is not needed as a major.


English majors can only do a few things with their degree; why pursue English?


Conclusion


Response


While English may not be as "appropriate", how will business be conducted if no one has good skills in the language?


Because many foreign tech firms use English, we too must know the language to be competitive.


Restate position.


Give a nod to the credibility of the worries of government, but assert that English is still needed.


